
Primate Signature Program 

 Our Mission We are committed to providing pilot funds, monkeys, expertise and infrastructure 
to the Clinical Translational Science Award (CTSA) consortium as a way to 
facilitate the use of nonhuman primates in translational research and thereby 
hasten the flow of information from preclinical investigations to patient care. 

 Facilities The Primate Signature Program is housed on a dedicated and secured 200-acre 
campus with a total capacity of approximately 1,400 monkeys. Social group and 
paired housing is available, along with single-cage holding when justified by 
experimental design. 

 Monkeys Access is available to the Vervet Research Colony, a pedigreed and genomically 
characterized breeding population consisting of approximately 350 African green 
monkeys (Chlorocebus aethiops) of Caribbean origin. The colony providea animals 
in all age classes from neonates to aged (> 20 years) and has been used for 
immune studies, nutritional and microbiome investigations, vaccine development, 
and the study of heart failure, diabetes, arthritis and the diseases of aging including 
Alzheimer’s disease. The Primate Signature Program also maintains small numbers 
of rhesus and cynomolgus macaques (Macaca mulatta, M. fascicularis), and can 
obtain larger numbers as needed from commercial vendors. 

 Expertise Our DVM, DVM-PhD and PhD researchers have applied nonhuman primate 
models to investigate atherosclerosis, breast and uterine cancer, heart failure, 
immune suppression, inflammatory processes and the role of psychosocial factors 
in disease. We also have expertise in primate imaging, diet and nutrition, and 
vaccine development.

 Unique Resources ► Data repository ► Necropsy repository
	 	 ► Diet laboratory ► Neonatal nursery
	 	 ► Genomic resources ► Pathology services
  ► GLP-compliant surgical facility  ► Tissue repository
	 	 ► Imaging (CT/MRI/PET/DXA/MEG) 

Please contact us at Primates@wakehealth.edu for more information.



Pediatric vaccines 

Martha Alexander-Miller, PhD 

Wake Forest School of Medicine 

 

Cognitive and socioemotional development after postnatal anesthesia 
exposure 

Mark Baxter, PhD 

Mount Sinai 

 

Long-term vascular effects of preeclampsia and fetal programming 

Vesna Garovic, MD 

Mayo Clinic  

 

A view from the clinical side 

Kevin High, MD, MS 

Wake Forest Baptist Health 

 

Comparative aspects of developmental programming – the need for 
nonhuman primate studies 

Peter Nathanielsz, MD, PhD, ScD, FRCOG 

University of Wyoming  

 

“Omics” meets the fetus and newborn 

Josef Neu, MD 

University of Florida 

 

Nonhuman primate models of congenital cytomegalovirus and perinatal 
HIV-1 transmission 

Sallie Permar, MD, PhD 

Duke University 

 

 

The Application of Nonhuman 

Primates to Problems in Pediatric 

Medicine Symposium 

Center for Comparative Medicine Research 
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