
ADRC, ADRC/CVNR and ADRC/Udall 
Pilot Grants Available 

Request for Letters of Intent 
The NIA-funded "Emory Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center", the Atlanta 
VA Center for Visual and Neurocognitive Rehabilitation (CVNR), and the 
Udall Center of Excellence in Parkinson’s Disease Research have funds 
available for pilot project grants of up to $35,000 in direct costs. 
 

Proposals for grants focused on mild cognitive impairment, Alzheimer’s disease or 
related neurodegenerative diseases such as Parkinson’s disease are being sought.  
Appropriate areas of research for pilot studies range from basic and clinical 
investigations to education and caregiving research. Studies of pre-clinical phases 
of disease and approaches useful in differentiating disease processes from normal 
aging, as well as studies of early interventions, imaging & biomarkers and minority 
issues are encouraged. 
Applications from new investigators and established researchers seeking new 

directions are encouraged.   
Award criteria include:  

 Novelty and importance of the proposed research 

 Likelihood of generating independent funding 

 Utilization of the Emory ADRC resources (e.g., subjects or clinical data from 
patient and control volunteers; postmortem brains, DNA, Neuroimaging, etc.) 

 A pilot project funded through the CVNR must have implications for rehabilitation 
and involve at least one investigator from the CVNR and one investigator from the 
ADRC and utilize core CVNR resources.   

 A pilot project funded through the Udall Center must have implications for both 
Alzheimer’s disease (or a related disorder) and Parkinson’s disease 

Application Guidelines:  
First Phase (due 9/30/2015)– 1 page letter of intent including the name and departmental 
affiliation of the investigator(s) and a brief description of the project.  
Second Phase (due 11/25/2015, submitted after invitation only) - Applicants selected from the 
1

st
 phase will be invited to submit an application consisting of a truncated NIH format. 

Funding start date – May 1, 2016 

Award Requirements: 
 Applicants for ADRC-supported pilot grants must hold a faculty position at Emory and be 

eligible to serve as PI for an NIH grant. 
 Results must be potentially publishable 
 Applicants must agree to provide a brief progress report 6 months into the project, and a final 

report after the grant period has ended.  They are also obligated to present their results to the 
ADRC (and CVNR/Udall Center as appropriate) within 1 year of the award date and have a plan 
for applying for NIH, VA or other nationally competitive funding 

 Any resultant publications must cite AG025688 and the CVNR as appropriate 

An electronic version (MSWord or compatible) of the letter of intent should be submitted to: Janet 
Cellar at jcellar@emory.edu. For additional information about this program, contact Dr. Cellar at 404-
712-6892. 
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